
Am I an Outlier?

Why Nitrogen Efficiency Matters

Practical Steps to Improve Your Nitrogen Efficiency

Outlier status in KRWQC’s nitrogen evaluation means 
your parcel’s nitrogen applied per unit of nitrogen 
removed by the crop falls outside the typical efficiency 
range for that crop — specifically above the upper 
acceptable range, based on multi-year data from 
growers within the KRWQC.

Water is how nitrate moves through the soil profile. When excess water  
moves past the root zone, nitrate can move with it. Improving  

nitrogen efficiency protects groundwater and can also:

Growers across the Coalition have successfully improved nitrogen  
efficiency by implementing the following practices:

Test your irrigation water for nitrogen - Nitrogen 
is often already present in irrigation water. Testing 
allows you to credit that nitrogen toward your crop 
needs. 

Split fertilizer applications - Time nitrogen 
applications to match plant growth stages rather  
than applying large amounts early in the season. 

Use in-season tissue or petiole testing - 
Adjust applications based on crop uptake during 
the season.
 
Consider fertigation - Applying fertilizer 
through irrigation systems improves delivery 
efficiency and reduces losses.

Conduct pre-season soil testing - Know your 
baseline nitrogen levels before you apply fertilizer.

Outlier status does not automatically mean you are out 
of compliance. It is an indicator that nitrogen efficiency 
may be improved and that additional planning, 
education, or certification may be required, particularly 
in high vulnerability areas.
The goal is more than just regulatory compliance. It is 
about improved nitrogen use and farming efficiency to 
protect groundwater while maintaining crop productivity 
and managing expenses.
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Nitrogen “Outlier” Defined

Steps to Improve Nitrogen Efficiency

Complete Your INMP Worksheet

Kings River Water Quality Coalition  
P.O. Box 8259 Fresno, CA 93747  

Important Coalition member updates enclosed

Complete Your Irrigation Nitrogen Management Plan (INMP) Worksheet

Worksheet  
(Plan)

Certification  
Requirements

Worksheet  
Resources

Learn what you need to  
complete & how to  

complete it.

Understand your options:  
1. Self-Certification or  

2. Specialist Certification

Organized by box numbers that 
correlate to specific boxes on  

INMP Worksheet.

If you missed the March 1 Due Date we are here to help. Give us a call or visit our website to  
understand everything you need to complete your INMP Worksheet for Crop Year 2026:

www.kingsriverwqc.org/inmp


