More Yield with Less N

Comparison of Regional Averages

The chart below illustrates the relationship between nitrogen

applied, crop yield, and nitrogen balance, comparing a regional =
average from 2016 with Dr. Cehrs” management results over -
several years. The regional average (blue line for yield and red

dashed line for nitrogen balance) shows that yield rises steadily

with nitrogen application but begins to level off around 150-

200 Ibs/acre, while nitrogen balance (unused nitrogen in the

system) continues to climb, indicating inefficiency and potential
environmental impact.

This chart* compares average regional nitrogen response with Dr. Cehrs’ management system,
focusing on crop yield (blue, left axis) and nitrogen balance (red/green, right axis).
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In contrast, Dr. Cehrs' results (blue squares

for yield and green for nitrogen balance) show
significantly higher efficiency. Careful N and
irrigation management resulted in 2019 yields
doubling compared to 2018 without adding extra
nitrogen. At the same time, his nitrogen balance
dropped by 69%, showing that his approach not
only boosted productivity but also minimized
waste.

The key takeaway is that careful nitrogen
management can achieve higher yields and
reduce environmental losses, proving that
applying more fertilizer is not always the path to
better outcomes.

*Source: Southern San Joaquin Valley Management Practices
(https://agmpep.com/wp-content/uploads/20240802_SSIV_MPER_FINAL.pdf)




Drinking Water Well Samples Due Dec. 31

Coalition members are reminded to monitor drinking Laboratories vV
water wells on enrolled parcels by December 31. This . V e
is a requirement for all growers with an active drinking BSK Associates v
water well on an enrolled parcel, however, the sampling (559) 497-2888 (Fresno) I
frequency varies depending on your previous sample
. Dellavalle Laboratory
:gzﬂ:iz)(.Please contact your lab if you no longer have your (559) 233-6129 (Fresno)
) (800) 228-9869 (Hanford) Reminder:
e Every 5 Years: If nitrate levels are below 8 mg/L for  Mgore Twining Associates
::\reg COF;‘SGCl;tive YlearS- f level bove 10 ma/L (559) 268-7021 (Fresno) Annual Member
° o Further Sampling: If levels are above 10 mg Fees were Due on
(notify water users within 10 days and submit notice to = Safe Food Alliance Oct. 31, 2025
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board). (559) 233-7249 (Fresno) - =
e Continue Annual Sampling: For levels between 8
and 10 mg/l_ APPL, Inc.

(559) 275-2175 (Clovis)

Kings River Water Quality Coalition
P.O. Box 8259 Fresno, CA 93747

Important Coalition member updates enclosed

More Yield with Less N

KINGS RIVER

WATER QUALITY COALITION Coalition Member Fees Reminder

2025 FALL NEWSLETTER
Drinking Water Samples Due Date



