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What does the 
Environmental 
Health 
Department Do?

Our Mandate is to protect the 
health of the citizens of Fresno 
County

Our job is to make sure that what 
you eat, breathe, touch and drink 
doesn’t hurt you.
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Environmental Health Programs:

Body ArtConsumer 
Food

Emergency 
Response

Hazmat/CUPA

Institutional 
Health

Land Use

Lead Hazard 
ControlLiquid Waste

Milk 
Inspections

Organized 
Camps

Animal 
Control

Recreational 
Health

Solid Waste
Substandard 

housing

Vector Control

Water 
Surveillance



WELL PERMITTING

DOMESTIC WELLS

AG WELLS

INDUSTRIAL WELLS

CATHODIC PROTECTION WELLS

MONITORING WELLS

SOIL BORINGS

WELL DESTRUCTIONS
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STATE SMALL WATER 
SYSTEMS

SYSTEM INSPECTIONS

TESTING FOR WATER QUALITY AND 
POTABILITY

The Water Surveillance 
Program



WELL DESTRUCTIONS
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What is a well 
destruction?

• The process used to 
permanently close 
wells that will no 
longer be used.
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COMMON REASONS FOR 
DESTROYING A WELL

• The well fails to provide safe and 
healthy water.

• The well doesn’t produce enough 
or goes dry.

• The well is no longer needed.
• The property where the well is 

found is being repurposed.
• The availability of a municipal 

water system.
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According to California State Water Well Standards:
“A well that is no longer useful must be destroyed.” 

- residential wells
- agricultural wells
- industrial wells
- monitoring wells
- test / exploratory wells
- cathodic protection wells
- soil borings
- oil wells
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The benefits to properly destroying a well:

1) Safety 50 foot well, 35 year old, survived

60 foot well, 7 year old boy, survived

35 foot well, 6 year old, survived
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The benefits to properly destroying a well:

2) Protection of your water supply.
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The benefits to properly destroying a well:

3) It’s the law.



What are the 
requirements 
to properly 
destroy a 
well? 
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2) The contractor must get a well 
destruction permit from the County. 

1) You must use a licensed contractor.

C-57 Well Drilling Contractor’s 
License
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What is the process to properly destroy a well?

1. Hire a C-57 licensed contractor



16

2. Get a permit from Environmental Health

Who applies for a permit? 
The contractor

What does a destruction 
permit cost? 

$518
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3. Remove from the well anything that 
could be an obstruction:  plumbing, debris, 
oil, etc.



• 4. Excavate around the old well casing

• When possible, excavate around the casing of the well to be abandoned 
and cut off the casing about 6 feet below the ground surface. 

• When excavating may damage surrounding structures, this step is not 
required. 18



5. Fill old well with non-organic
material such as sand, dirt, or 
clay up to a MINIMUM 20 feet 
below the ground surface. 

Note: Wells that penetrate 
multiple aquifers will require 
special destruction techniques
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Inspection of  
the well 
destruction

To assure that the well is 
destroyed in such a way 
as to protect the aquifer: 

An inspector from Environmental 
Health must be on hand when 
the seal is placed.

The contractor is responsible for 
setting up an appointment with 
an inspector.

The inspector will verify that the 
seal depth and material are 
correct before the seal may be 
installed. 



6. Install the seal

Sealing Methods:

Option #1  Free fall is 
permitted when: 
a. the hole is less 
than 30 feet  deep 

and
b. There is no water in 
the hole.
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Sealing Method:

•Option #2.  Pumping 
the cement.
•Use a tremie pipe to 
install the sealing 
material from the 
bottom up. 
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7. Fill the well with 
sealing material until it 
forms a mushroom cap 
on the top of the old 
casing.

• If bentonite clay chips 
were used, hydrate until 
saturated. 
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What is the process to properly destroy a well?
8. Refill the excavation and return site to 

original conditions. 



What if I want to keep an unused well for possible 
use in the future?

Requirements to maintain an unused well: 

1) The well can have  no defects which could affect the water quality 
in the well or the aquifer that it penetrates.

2) The well must be covered with a locked watertight cap or other

means of securement. 

3) The well must be marked so that it can be clearly seen.

4) The area surrounding the well must be kept clear of brush or debris

5) An abandoned well shall not be used for the disposal of any

liquid or solid waste.
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QUESTIONS?
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For further information 
please visit our website.

Contact information:
Tom Fuller
(559) 600-3357
tfuller@fresnocountyca.gov
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